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Dear Families and Children,  
I must begin this week’s newsletter with a heartfelt ‘thank you’ for the Service of 
Welcome and Commission last Sunday. From the beginning, I have felt so warmly 
welcomed into the St John’s community but the support and kindness shown to me at the 
service was incredibly humbling. I am very proud to be the headteacher and to be 
entrusted with your children’s education. As I said during the service, to be a headteacher 
is to be in a position of service; for children, families, governors, the church and diocese, 
and the local community. I will always strive for the best for St John’s and I will always 
be open to feedback. Thank you to Reverend Andy and all at St Christopher’s Church who organised the service and the 
shared lunch afterwards. Thank you to April Gold, the Diocesan Director of Education, for joining us to preach and to 
share her thoughts about Harvest. Thank you to the children at St John’s who formed our choir and to those who presented 
information about Coventry Foodbank.   
As St John’s staff, our aim is to inspire children to learn, to live out our Christian school values and to be outstanding 
citizens. Please get in touch if you have any ideas to help us be even better or if you’d like to celebrate something that you feel 
we’re doing well. My QR code is always there and this is the link if you have anything to share quickly, or please speak to Mrs 
Henderson or myself anytime.  
Our Worship focus this week was all about Forgiveness. The children were amused that we learned the ‘teaspoon prayer’ where 
we prayed saying ‘thank you’, ‘sorry’ and ‘please’, or tsp. I challenged children to think of their own teaspoon prayers so they 
might be able to tell you about them. Our Bible reading came from Colossians 3:13, “Just as the Lord has forgiven you, so 
you must also forgive others.” We are encouraging children to act out forgiveness in their daily lives, especially if they are 
experiencing challenges in their friendships or if someone makes a mistake. We thought about pausing to 
think before reacting and how to say sorry and offer forgiveness in a meaningful way. Wellbeing 
Wednesday had a focus on our environment this week with the book ‘Somebody Swallowed Stanley’. We 
learned about what happens when people drop litter and how materials can be recycled into new objects. 
The children were amazed to learn how long some of our everyday materials take to fully decompose. I 
am proud to say that I have noticed children being more careful with their litter this week and I hope 
we can carry on working together to keep our environment clean and tidy for everyone.  

Congratulations to our Reading, Maths and Star of the Week certificate winners this week! 
 
 

Sebastian, Violet, Martha, Joash, Noah, Eszter – thank you for shining and achieving Star of the Week. 
Emilia, James, Hannah, Annie, Harry and Tawny – well done for all your hard work in Maths. 
Evie, Bethany, Fintan, Elisha, Felicity and Thomas – well done for your commitment to reading at school and at home.  
Eszter – a double win for you this week! Congratulations on being our Sports Award winner.  
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Prayer and Reflection 
 
We prayed together in Celebration Worship this week to ask 
God for peace and justice, to give hope to those in times of 
need and to strengthen us in service. We offered up all our 
hard work to God and thought about the fantastic learning 
opportunities all year groups have enjoyed this week.  
Reception have been learning about capacity in Maths and 
continuing as Phonics superstars. Year 1 have shared the 
things they are grateful for in a circle time and continued 
to enjoy their new role play theme of Grandma’s house for 
their Little Red Riding Hood theme. In Year 2, children have 
been ordering even numbers to learn how to step count in twos. 
Year 3 have also been Maths stars by practising ordering in 
ascending and descending order. Year 4 have been dictionary 

detectives to develop their vocabulary and spelling skills. In Year 5, the children have investigated the orbits of the sun, earth 
and moon using torches and tennis balls and finally, Year 6 have been super scientists, investigating a range of electrical 
circuits. What a week! Watch this space in next week’s newsletter where I’ll be sharing some key vocabulary for each year group 
so that you can discuss their understanding at home. 
 

Safeguarding                Wellbeing tip from Mrs Henderson 
Mrs Stevenson and Mrs Henderson are the safeguarding  
leads in school. If you have a concern about a child in  
our school, please speak to us, phone us at school or email: 
laura.stevenson@stjohns.covmat.org 
sara.henderson@stjohns.covmat.org  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Pre-loved clothing 
If you have any school uniform or coats in very good condition which your child has outgrown, please bring them to school, 
washed and ready to pass on to another family on Monday 17th October. These will be available to browse during the TLC times 
on the Tuesday and the Wednesday. We know that children grow quickly so we hope to create some sustainability as well as 
trying to reduce some financial impact for families. Items can be taken away without charge or for a voluntary contribution 
which will go directly to fund the experiences we aim to provide for the children.  
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Thank you for your Stewardship 
Thank you to everyone for your generous donations to Coventry Food Bank. Mr Clasper from St Christopher’s Church has 
created this video featuring Gideon from Year 3 to show you all how you have made a difference to people who need support. 
We are very impressed with Mr Clasper’s cinematography and Gideon’s presenting skills - what a great team! You can watch 
their video here.  
  

Attendance 
Mrs Henderson and I are very impressed with our high levels of attendance this half term. We have been above our 97% target 
every day so far which is outstanding! Thank you so much for your support in helping us to achieve our attendance targets 
and thank you for ensuring that children are in school on time and ready to learn. Please remember that we are here to support 
with any issues around school attendance so please reach out if you need help or advice.  
 

Community News 
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We need your help! 
Do you know anyone who could be the next member of our school team? We are searching for a wonderful person to join our 
lunchtime team. This role is vital in supporting our children to enjoy their lunchtime meal and to play well together. Please 
share our advert link far and wide. You can find all the information at the link here. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We also have an exciting opportunity for a Cluster Business Partner to work across St John’s and Leigh Academies. All the 
information about this role can be found here.  
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Dates for your diaries 

Monday 10th October 

World Mental Health Day – wear your wackiest hat or your own clothes 
for a £1.00 donation for Coventry and Warwickshire MIND 
Year 6 Bikeability  

Tuesday 11th October 
 
 

Wednesday 12th October 

Individual and sibling photograph day – a separate letter with more 
information is on the way to you 
Year 1 Field Study trip to Allesley Park in the morning (lunch at school as 
normal) 
2.30pm: Come and Share with Year 3 
Pm: Year 5 visit to St Christopher’s Church for RE  

Thursday 13th October 

Year 2 visit to Coventry Transport Museum all day 
9.00am – 9.30am: SEND parent drop-in with Mrs Henderson 
5.00pm: Reception phonics meeting and welcome 

Friday 14th October 

9.00am: Celebration assembly. Please come and join us to worship together 
and enjoy a tea or coffee with other families and members of our PA. 
Singing and joining in with our actions are welcomed!  

  

Monday 17th October 
 
 

Tuesday 18th October 
4.00pm – 6.30pm: Termly Learning Conferences in the hall (please 
make an appointment) 

Wednesday 19th October 

9.00am: Year 6 Come and Share 
4.00pm – 6.30pm: Termly Learning Conferences in the hall (please 
make an appointment) 

Thursday 20th October 

Non-uniform day for Christmas fayre bottle donations 
2.30pm: Year 1 Come and Share 
3.30pm: PA event – doughnut sale  

Friday 21st October 

 
INSET day for whole staff training – happy half term!  

 
 

 

 
 


