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Our Amazing Learning with Miss Smalldon 

It’s been a fun week at St. John’s– look at the range of fabulous learning! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Message from Mr Watson. 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
We started off the week with snow. All the children had a great time outside, 
please our snow pictures further down the newsletter.  
 
Children’s author, Alex T Smith visited school this week and spent time with 
Year 3 as part of their latest English unit. He was amazing with  the children 
and told them about his characters, where his passion for writing started and 
gave them top tips on writing an amazing story. The children had a brilliant time.  
 
We had a school ‘values day’ on Tuesday. The children celebrated our school values and the impact 
they have on everyone at St John’s. The children took part in a range of activities including creating 
positivity, which were sent out to family and members of our local community.  
 
On Friday 10th December we are holding a non-uniform. We are asking in return if you could bring 
a ‘bottle’ for our tombola stall for Christmas Fayre. Some year groups have PE on Friday’s, so please 
send children in clothes that will allow them to take part in PE. 
 
Today, I have sent out further guidance on our Christmas Productions. We are now planning to film  
the performances to allow family members who do not wish to attend or who cannot attend to see the 
performances. 
 
Have a fantastic weekend. 
Gary Watson 
Head Teacher  
Gary.watson@stjohns.covmat.org  

http://www.stjohns.covmat.org/


FUN IN THE 
SNOW!! 



Safeguarding Reminder 

At St John’s C of E Academy, we have a Safeguarding 
Team who work to keep children safe both in and out of 
school. Mr Watson, Miss Smalldon and Mrs Henderson are 
the school’s safeguarding team so please contact them if you 
are worried about the safety of a child who attends our 
school. 
 

 

 

 

Additional Notes For Parents : 
Following Local Authority guidance, the one-way flow (from the KS1 gate to the KS2 gate) around the school 
will remain at the start and end of the day, we will be adjusting the start and end times for all children. The 
gate will be open from 8:45-8:55am. We are asking for all children to arrive between these times. This 10 mi-
nute slot will help alleviate congestion and will ensure adequate flow around the site.  
 
At the end of the day, we are reducing pick-up times to 2 slots. See below for when your child must be collect-
ed. Siblings may be collected at the earliest slot for your family in line with current guidelines. 
 

 

Pick-up times 

3:20pm 3:30pm 

Year 2 Reception 

Year 3 Year 1 

Year 5 Year 4 

  Year 6 

School uniform is required. Where possible, ensure the uniform is washed regularly throughout the week.  
All children need to come to school in their P.E. kit on their P.E. day.  

Reception Friday 

Year 1 Friday 

Year 2 Friday 

Year 3 Tuesday (starting 14th September) 

Year 4 Thursday 

Year 5 Tuesday (starting 14th September) 

Year 6 Friday 

Each day, children will need to bring their:    
1. Coat           
2. Reading Book      
3. Filled water bottle (which will be taken home each day to be washed!)  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Wellbeing with Mrs Henderson 

Please remember we are here, if you need to chat, 

drop me an email or phone me - more now than ever, 

we need to support each other.  

Take care, Mrs Henderson 



Stars of the Week! 

Well done to everyone for a great week; all children at St. John’s shine. Here are our 

‘super’ stars of the week! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Star of the Week Awards! 
 

Reception: Elijah for always being an amazing member of the class. Elijah always tries his 

best and is ready to learn. He is so helpful and is a lovely friend. Well Done! 

Year 1: Alistair for joining in more with class discussions and being a fantastic learning 

partner. You have been trying hard with your presentation this week and you are a star! 

Great worker Alistair! 

Year 2: Fintan for fantastic clear singing in our Christmas play rehearsals and saying his 

line really confidently well done, keep it up! 

Year 3:  Connor for showing a great enthusiasm towards his learning, particularly during 

set in stone where he has been eager to share his history knowledge with the class. Great 

work Connor! 

Year 4: Woody for showing excellence in all of his learning. Woody has shown fantastic 

focus and produced brilliant work. He was also a fantastic team player during our topic 

challenge day. Super work Woody! 

Year 5: Senaya for her amazing acting skills in the role of a Wiseman! Incredible- keep 

this up! 

Year 6: Aurora for working so hard all the time. Pushing herself in all lessons and trying 

to use amazing vocabulary and sentence structures in English. Showing all the school values 

and being the best role model for Year 6 and St Johns!! 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Maths Award 
Reception: Annabelle 

Year 1: Eddie 
Year 3: Eva 

Year 4: Sebastian 
Year 5: Tawny 
Year 6: Zebby 

 
Super Writer Award 
Year 2: Millie-Mae 

 
Pen Licence Award 
Year 4: Indiana 
Year 4: Eleanor 

 
Sports Award 

Year 4: Eleanor  
 

Presentation Award 
Year 2: Aron M 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday 11th November Remembrance Day Activities 

Friday 12th November Time to Shine Year 5 - 2:20pm (potentially virtual) 

Tuesday 6th November Year 2 leading worship- Drive  
Wednesday 17th November Andy March leading worship  
Thursday 18th November  Time to Shine Year 2 - 2:20pm ((potentially virtual) 

Thursday 18th November Come and Share  - Reception (potentially virtual) 

Friday 19th November Children in Need 

Wednesday 24th November Year 3 trip to Compton Verney - Stone Age Experience 

Week beginning 29th November Learning Journey meetings with parents  
Tuesday 30th November  Values Day 

Thursday 2nd December Time to Shine Year 3 - 2:20pm (potentially virtual) 

Tuesday 7th December KS1 Christmas Play Afternoon  

Wednesday 8th December KS1 Christmas Play Evening  

Wednesday 8th December Time to Shine Year 4 - 2:20pm (potentially virtual) 

Friday 10th December Non-uniform day—bring a bottle for the Christmas Fayre  

Monday 13th December  Time to Shine Year 1 - 2:20pm (potentially virtual) 

Monday 13th December Learning Logs due in 

Monday 13th December Learning Logs due in and celebrated in class  
Monday 13th December KS 2 Christmas Production 5:45pm 

Tuesday 14th December  KS 2 Production 2:00pm 

Tuesday 14th December Spring Topic Discovery Day  

Tuesday 14th December 
Christmas dinner day and Christmas jumper for staff and 

children  
Tuesday 14th December  Time to Shine Year 6 - 2:20pm (potentially virtual) 

Wednesday 15th December Wellbeing afternoon for the Whole School 

Wednesday 15th December Reception - Christmas Show at the Belgrade Theatre 

Thursday 16th December Christmas Service at St Christopher Church led by Year 4  

Friday 17th December 
Special Certificates – Head, Deputy, Drive Value and Learning 

Log  
Friday 17th December Last day at school 

Monday 20th December—Friday 31st December  Christmas 
Holiday  Christmas Holiday  

Tuesday 4th January  INSET-School closed to children 








