
St John’s Church of England Academy

Year 1 Parent Information

2023-24

What can you and your child expect from 

this year?



St John’s C of E Academy- Our Vision, 

Mission and Motto



Behaviour Policy



The St. John’s Learning Ethos

‘Reflection’ is an important part of teaching and learning at St. John’s. We actively provide children 

with several opportunities to reflect on their learning as well as their personal wellbeing.
1. Time to Reflect: During lessons, children are given ‘time to reflect’. Teachers 

include a range of questions on their flipchart. These questions allow children 

to self-regulate their learning. Time to Reflect prompt mats are also on used 

by children daily. They include questions to prompt self-reflection and 

regulation.

2. Shine Time: Shine Time gives adults working in school the opportunity to 

provide regular, high-quality feedback to all children in their class- both 

within and outside of lessons. This may be 1:1, in small groups or as a class and 

the focus will be either to address misconceptions or provide further 

challenge.

3. Learning Partners: Learning Partners’ help to foster a culture of 

collaboration within school. It is also an important part of building 

relationships.



Curriculum



Website, Twitter, Facebook

Website
http://www.stjohns.covmat.org/

FacebookTwitter
@Stjohnscoventry @stjohnscoventry

You do not need a Twitter account to look at learning on the @Stjohnscoventry page. Just 

type @Stjohnscoventry twitter into Google.



Miss Mulgrew - Class Teacher

Miss McNulty – Teaching Assistant

Miss Reeve – Teaching Assistant

Miss Mulgrew Miss ReeveMiss McNulty



Year Group Timetable- flexible!

Drop-offs (8:45am-9:00am)

End of day: 3:30pm (gates open at 3.25pm)



English Coverage

What’s coming up in the 

Autumn term?

Traditional Tales

Classic Stories

Information Texts

Contemporary Poems



Maths Coverage



Curriculum-based learning for the 

Year



Themes for the year…



Curriculum 

Maps

These were emailed 

home on Friday 8th 

September

If you are an expert in any of the subject areas, and are available to support in any way, 

please contact your child’s teacher!



Knowledge Organisers

Your child will be assessed on their understanding of this knowledge. Any help you can 

provide them with will be gratefully received. 

These were emailed 

home on Friday 8th 

September



Learning 

Logs

These were sent 

(paper copy) and 

emailed home on 

Friday 8th 

September

Learning Log home learning is optional. 

They are provided for your child to 

explore areas of the curriculum at 

home. Some children will complete 

them independently and some will 

enjoy completing tasks with a parent or 

sibling. Your child can complete one, 

three, nine or none – the choice is 

yours.

All learning is celebrated in class. 

Please use recycled materials or items 

you have at home, there are no 

expectations that you buy anything. If 

you think school can help, please ask.



Other areas of the curriculum

Science

Throughout the year we will be learning about: 

-The World Around Us / Seasonal Changes

-Animals including humans

-Everyday materials

-Plants



Other areas of the curriculum

Computing

Area of 

Computing: 

Information 

Technology 

(Data and 

Information) 

Strand: 

Grouping Data

Software: 

Unplugged

Area of 

Computing: 

Computer 

Science 

(Programming)

Strand: Moving 

a robot

Software: Bee 

Bot, Blue bot or 

other floor 

robot

Area of 

Computing: 

Information 

Technology 

(Media)

Strand: Digital 

writing

Software: Word 

processing: 

Google Docs, 

Microsoft 

Word, or other

Area of 

Computing: 

Information 

Technology 

(Networks)

Strand: 

Technology 

Around Us

Software: 

Paintz.app 

online paint 

application

Area of 

Computing: 

Computer 

Science 

(Programming)

Strand: 

Algorithms 

(unplugged)

Software: 

PurpleMash

Area of 

Computing: 

Information 

Technology 

(Media)

Strand: Digital 

painting

Software: 

Paintz.app 

online paint 

application



Other areas of the curriculum

Music

Children will be covering the following genres of music:

-Hip Hop

-Reggae

-Blues, Baroque, Latin, Bhangra, Folk, Funk

-Bossa Nova

-Pop

-Classical



Other areas of the curriculum

P.E.

Children will cover the following 

areas of PE during the year: 

-Athletics

-Gymnastics

-Dance

-Ball Skills

-Using a Bat and Ball



Other areas of the curriculum

Relationships and Health Education 

(RHE)



Other areas of the curriculum

Relationships and Health Education 

(RHE)



Other areas of the curriculum

Relationships and Health Education 

(RHE)
As part of this unit, we will be naming 

male and female body parts. 

This is part of our agreed RHE policy 

and curriculum. 

A message will go home to parents 

before this lesson is taught. 



Other areas of the curriculum

Phonics

We will be continuing to develop a knowledge of phonics in Year 1. We 

use Rocket Phonics scheme at St John’s.

At the end of the year there will be a phonics screening check for every 

child in Year 1 to check their phonics knowledge. 

Please support your child with their phonics knowledge at home: reading, 

games, using the phonics in their reading diary.

The phonic screening check will be administered informally as part of 

normal classroom practise. 



Get Learning

Show and tell – this will be on a Wednesday for special items or news to share with the class (not 
random toys).

Get learning time - provision areas we have in year 1:

writing & phonics, RE, role play, computers (coming soon!), reading, maths, chill out zone, creative 
area and construction area and sand and water (coming soon!). 

Children have access to this all of the time and there will also be added challenges for the children to 
complete each week (Rainbow Challenges).

There is a short carpet input in lessons then we break into group work and get learning time, then 
swap over.



Expectations and Support from home

- Reading books- signed by Parents at least twice a week. If the book has been read to the end, please write 

‘finished’ or ‘read to end’.

- Reading books need to be in school everyday and books will be changed when  your child has finished their 

book. Reading books are changed as and when children finish their books.

- Library book day - Monday

- Learning Logs - Out on Friday 8th September- returned Monday 11th December

- Times table Rockstars is available for you to use with your child at home.

- P.E. kits to be worn to school on your child’s PE day. Your child’s PE day is Friday

- Water bottles (named) brought into  school daily

- Uniform policy followed: please name all uniform!  (For more information please see the school website.)

- If your child is being collected by someone different, please inform the office and the teaching staff.



Inclusion and SEND

 If you have any concerns about your child’s learning, 

behaviour or wellbeing, please speak with your child’s 

class teacher in the first instance. 

 Following this, meetings can be arranged with parents, 

class teacher and Mrs Henderson (SENDCO).

 Further meetings will be arranged with Mrs Henderson, 

to begin to address any next steps.

 OR email, catch her in the playground or telephone the 

office to arrange a meeting at any time.

 Sara.Henderson@stjohns.covmat.org

mailto:Sara.Henderson@stjohns.covmat.org


What’s coming next?

 Termly Learning Conference - Wednesday 25th and Thursday 26th October

 ‘Come and Shares’ and ‘Time to Shines’- look out for the dates of these on the 

newsletter!

 See the school website Calendar for dates for your diary 

https://www.stjohns.covmat.org/diary/list/

We know the start of the year can be a tricky time for you and your child. Please remember we are 

always here to support you as a family. 

Together, we shine!

https://www.stjohns.covmat.org/diary/list/
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